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Previewing Fed, BoE, RBA, Norges Bank, Riksbank, BCB and BoC Minutes;
Reviewing BoJ

PREVIEWS
RBA POLICY ANNOUNCEMENT (TUE) : The RBA is expected to keep the Cash Rate unchanged at 4.35% in its meeting next week with
money markets pricing a 96% probability for the RBA to remain on hold and just a 4% chance for a 25bps cut. As a reminder, the RBA
provided no surprises at the last meeting in September where it kept rates unchanged as unanimously forecast and maintained its hawkish
rhetoric in which it reiterated that the Board remains resolute in its determination to return inflation to the target and is not ruling anything in or
out. RBA also repeated that inflation remains above target and is proving persistent, as well as stating that returning inflation to the target is
the priority. Furthermore, it said inflation is still some way above the midpoint of the 2–3% target range and the Board will rely upon data and
the evolving assessment of risks to guide its decisions, while its current forecasts do not see inflation returning sustainably to target until
2026. Although the RBA effectively opted for a hawkish hold, this was seen to be slightly less hawkish than the previous meeting as Capital
Economics noted the RBA no longer explicitly discussed upside risks to inflation in the main body of the statement and focused on downside
risks when discussing risks to the outlook, while it also tweaked its rhetoric on wages in which it stated that “wage pressures have eased
somewhat” compared with its previous language that “wage growth is still above the level that can be sustained given trend productivity
growth”. The tone down in hawkishness was even more evident in the press conference where RBA Governor Bullock reiterated that rates
are to remain on hold for the time being and revealed that they did not explicitly consider a rate hike at the meeting, unlike the prior meeting
in August. Bullock also stated that the board discussed whether to change the policy messaging and the message is that the board does not
see rate cuts in the near term, but they are prepared to respond in either direction depending on the data. Furthermore, the minutes noted
that the Board discussed scenarios for both lowering and raising interest rates in the future and reiterated it is not possible to rule in or out
future changes in the cash rate target at this time, but also acknowledged underlying inflation is still too high and policy would need to remain
restrictive until board members are confident inflation is moving sustainably towards the target range. The rhetoric from officials since then
hasn’t suggested that much has changed as RBA Deputy Governor Hauser stated that they are data-dependent but not data-obsessed and
will take into account Q3 CPI and other data to form a view on policy, while Assistant Governor Hunter said they are monitoring data to see if
inflation remains sticky and there are risks to both sides. As such, the recent data releases would suggest a lack of urgency to act as
Employment Change was much stronger than expected and was accompanied by a surprise decline in the Unemployment Rate to 4.1% from
4.2%, while inflation numbers were mixed in which the monthly figure for September and quarterly headline inflation for Q3 printed softer than
expected but the RBA’s preferred Trimmed Mean and the Weighted Median figures mostly topped forecasts although predominantly softened
from the prior readings.

BOC MINUTES (TUE): At its October confab, the BoC cut rates by 50bps, in line with most analyst forecasts and market pricing, bringing the
rate down to 3.75%. It marked the fourth consecutive rate cut by the central bank and the first of this magnitude. The BoC characterised the
50bps reduction as a measure to support economic growth and maintain inflation within its 1-3% target range. Looking ahead, the BoC
indicated that if the economy develops in line with recent forecasts, it expects to lower rates, though the timing and pace will depend on
incoming information and its impact on inflation. Following recent soft inflation reports, the bank's preferred measure of core inflation has
fallen below 2.5%, indicating that inflationary pressures are no longer broad-based, with business and consumer expectations largely
normalised. With inflation now within the target range, the BoC seems to be satisfied with progress and aims to maintain current levels. The
MPR reflected lowered CPI forecasts for 2024 and 2025, while growth forecasts remained unchanged. BoC watchers are eying growth
closely, arguing that weaker performance may prompt a 50bps cut, though some anticipate a more likely 25bps move given strong labour
market data. August’s unchanged GDP data, and July's downward revision, suggest Q3 growth will fall below the Bank of Canada’s 1.5%
estimate, further supporting expectations for a 50bps cut in December, analysts said.

BCB POLICY ANNOUNCEMENT (WED): Brazil's central bank is seen raising its Selic rate by 50bps to 11.25% in November, following its
25bps hike in September. Many foresee an upsized hike due to stronger-than-expected economic activity and tightening labour markets,
though four of the 30 surveyed by Reuters expect a smaller 25bps move. Copom officials have said they remain committed to achieving the
3% inflation target amid rising prices, exacerbated by pressures on the BRL currency and geopolitical uncertainties. Looking ahead, most
expect another hike in December too. The central bank's own poll of economists reveals that economists see the Selic rising to 11.75% by
the end of this year, though the rate is expected to be cut to 11.25% by the end of 2025. The tightening stance contrasts with the trend of
monetary easing in other regions, such as the US and Europe, where central banks cutting rates, primarily due to elevated inflation
expectations in Brazil.

FOMC POLICY ANNOUNCEMENT (THU):  The FOMC's policy announcement will be on Thursday, November 7th, rather than the usual
Wednesday update, given the Presidential elections on November 5th; it's a close race, and currently, polls show Harris slightly ahead, but
betting markets favour Trump. Many believe that Trump's proposed policies, including higher import tariffs and additional tax cuts, could
reignite inflationary pressures, and most think there would be more inflationary than those of Harris. Accordingly, election dynamics could
sway expectations of the Fed's easing trajectory. Analysts expect the Fed will continue its easing cycle with a 25bps rate cut in November, to
4.50-4.75%. Ahead 90% of the analysts surveyed by Reuters see the central bank cutting by another 25bps in December. Money markets
are currently pricing around 42bps of rate cuts through the end of the year, suggesting at least one 25bps rate reduction, with a decent
chance of another. Since the Fed began its cutting cycle in September with a bumper 50bps reduction, economic data has generally pointed
to a resilient economy. Through next year, 80% of the 96 economists polled by Reuters see the Federal Funds Rate target falling to 3.00%-
3.25% or higher by the end of next year (more than 80% said risks were that rates could likely be higher than they currently expect, the poll
notes); money markets are pricing rates will fall to 3.50-3.75% by the end of 2025 - these would still be considered 'restrictive' given then the
Fed currently estimates the neutral rate is around 2.9%. "Since the start of this year, the median view of Fed officials on the neutral rate has
risen from 2.5% to 2.9%, and it is likely that this view can edge up slightly more," SocGen notes, "the more cautious approach, as advocated
by most Fed officials, is the appropriate course, particularly as economic evidence shows more strength and perhaps greater challenges in
achieving the 2% inflation objective."

BOE POLICY ANNOUNCEMENT (THU): Expectations are unanimous that the BoE will cut its Base Rate by 25bps to 4.75%. This is
according to 72/72 analysts surveyed by Reuters; polling taken before the October 30th budget. Market pricing assigns an 83% chance of
such an outcome vs. the 92% priced before the UK budget. The fallout from the UK budget has lit a fuse under UK yields on account of firmer
near-term growth and elevated borrowing requirements. This will provide food for thought on the MPC but is unlikely to impact next week’s
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decision. The backdrop to the upcoming meeting has seen headline inflation drop below target for the first time since April 2021 whilst the
widely-watched service print showed a sizeable downtick to 4.9% from 5.6%. Elsewhere, recent sentiment data saw declines in services and
manufacturing PMIs during October with the latter delving into negative territory for the first time since April. As such, after skipping a cut at
the prior meeting, the MPC will feel emboldened to dial down the restrictiveness of current policy. Consensus looks for a 7-2 vote in favour of
such a move with dissent expected from Mann and one other member of the MPC; Pantheon Macroeconomics flags the risk of Dhingra voting
for a 50bps reduction. In terms of the accompanying statement, focus will be on whether the MPC reiterates that policy will need to continue
to "remain restrictive for sufficiently long". Beyond the upcoming meeting expectations for a December move have been scaled back given
the near-term growth implications of the recent UK budget. Markets assign a 20% chance of a cut next month vs. 50% ahead of the budget;
Morgan Stanley abandoned its call for a December cut following the budget. For the accompanying MPR, Pantheon Macroeconomics
highlights that it is hard to gauge how the budget will be factored into forecasts given the proximity of the two events. However, the
consultancy expects the MPC to raise its mode and mean inflation forecasts by 20bp at the two-year horizon, and to set mean inflation at
2.0% in Q4 2027.

RIKSBANK POLICY ANNOUNCEMENT (THU) : September's meeting saw a 25bps cut to 3.25% as expected and a dovish-tweak to
guidance which pointed to a cut at all H2 meetings (i.e. brings both November & December into play) and opened the door to 50bps being
possible at one of those. Thereafter, the meeting’s minutes downplayed the significance of a possible 50bps move with members stressing
data dependence and a meeting-by-meeting approach. Most recently, September’s final CPIF ex-energy cooled to 2.0%, slightly above the
1.9% forecast by the Riksbank; nonetheless, the reading brings the inflation measure in line with their target while headline CPIF remains
markedly cooler at 1.1%. For the Riksbank, the data confirmed that a cut will be delivered, and while a 50bps move in November very much
remains an option the data errs marginally in favour of another 25bps move given they have the optionality to utilise 50bps in December.
However, following the data Deputy Jansson remarked that the diminished risk of inflation becoming too high means “they can proceed a
little more decisively with monetary easing”; as a reminder, the September minutes saw Jansson express a preference for a “slightly greater
easing in monetary policy”. Inconveniently, the October Flash CPIF print comes a few hours before the Riksbank policy announcement but
could be decisive on whether a 25bps or 50bps move is enacted.

NORGES BANK POLICY ANNOUNCEMENT (THU) : In September, the Norges Bank delivered a hawkish hold. A hold which implied that the
first cut would occur in Q1-2025. At the time, Governor Bache said “We believe that there is a need to keep the policy rate at today’s level for
a period ahead but that the time to ease monetary policy is approaching”, a line which has been reiterated as recently as mid-October. The
remark was delivered just after September’s inflation where the core Y/Y moderated more than markets expected to 3.1% and just below the
Norges Bank’s quarterly view of 3.28%. Overall, the Norges Bank looks set for another hold and reiteration of guidance. Though, given the
recent inflation print, there is a possibility it may be a slightly less hawkish affair than last time if the Bank decides to provide some guidance
around the timing of a Q1'25-cut; however, any change to forward guidance is more likely to be presented at the December MPR.

REVIEWS
BOJ REVIEW: The BoJ provided no major surprises as it kept the short-term policy rate at 0.25%, as expected, which money markets were
pricing a 99% likelihood of ahead of the announcement. The central bank also refrained from any fresh policy clues as it noted that it will
conduct monetary policy from the perspective of sustainably and stably achieving the 2% price target and given that real interest rates are at
very low levels, the BoJ will continue to raise the policy rate if the economy and prices move in line with its forecast. However, it also noted
that uncertainty surrounding Japan's economy and prices remains high and the BoJ must be vigilant to financial and FX market moves and
their impact on the economy and prices. Furthermore, the BoJ said it must scrutinise US and overseas economic developments and market
moves, as well as be vigilant to their impact on Japan's economic and price outlook, risks and likelihood of achieving projections, while the
projections in the Outlook Report were mostly kept unchanged with attested to the lack of fireworks from the meeting. Nonetheless, the yen
began to strengthen after the dust settled as participants digested the announcement which showed a lack of deviation from the BoJ’s
current path despite the current political uncertainty and after the central bank noted that risks to prices are skewed to the upside for FY 2025.
BoJ's Governor Ueda also provided a hawkish tone at the press conference where he noted that they did not need to use the language at this
meeting that they can afford to spend time scrutinising risks, as well as stated that they will start to see the possibility of the next rate hike
when the certainty of meeting the outlook heightens.
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